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El Sefior Vargas vivia en una granja de Nopalera, en
la localidad de Guanajuato, el cudl es un estado en
México. Guanajuato quiere decir, “lugar de ranas”.
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llamaba José Guadalupe y su mama4 Paula.
El es uno de los diez hijos de una gran familia.
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Su familia plantaba maiz no para venderlo; sino
para comerlo. Gracias a esto, se convirtieron en
agricultores. Cuindo cultivaban, no usaban ningin
producto quimico, usaban solamente agua y la
riqueza de la tierra.
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A su familia les gustaba celebrar acontecimientos r
importantes con ricas comidas preparadas con
alimentos naturales. Muchas de las fiestas que
celebraban estaban relacionadas con su religion.
Una de estas grandes fiestas se celebraba el 15 de
Mayo, que es el dia de San Isidro, el patrén de los |
agricultores.



El tuvo que buscar padrinos varias veces para que
lo acompafien, pero para el fue muy especial
cuando su sobrina le pidié que la acompafiara a una
de sus graduaciones.
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Comenzo6 a nadar en un rio para divertirse y asf
aprendio y desarrollé sus habilidades de natacion.
Uno de esos dias en los que el estaba bafidandose en
el rio, un burro empujo a su hermano y este se cayo
al agua.
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& A la edad de 16 afios, el Sr. Vargas tuvo que salir de e R S e SR
Nopalera, Guanajuato. ‘ ' :
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El recuerda que una de las cosas que primero lo e 1 AR .l ll ] ] L1

sorprendié fue la cantidad de nieve que habfa en la IM U By D AR = B
ciudad, la cudl no habia visto nunca.
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\Fue a la escuela de Southwest en Minneapolis.

= (Cuando 1llegé, no sabfa absolutamente nada,
ninguna palabra en Inglés. Los primeros cuatro dias
de escuela se perdié en los pasillos. El Sr. Vargas g
recuerda que cuando estaba estudiando en
Southwest era un poco dificil, pero él sabia que lo
podia hacer, entonces siguié estudiando alli.




s compafieros de diferentes paises y gracias a un

En la escuela tenia mucho
s colegios diferentes y

programa especial, tuvo la oportunidad de visitar mucho
~ también muchos museos.
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Allf tenfa una maestra que se llamaba Srta. K. Tomé
clases de IB con solo personas blancas. Un dia le
preguntaron ;por que estis tu aqui? En América, el
Sr. Vargas vio mucha discriminacién,

incluyendo

o estas clases de IB Inglés. 1 .
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El Sefior Vargas aprendié y mejoro en Inglés con la ayuda de la Srta. K. No le gusta:iba 2 ,
bero todos sus amigos hablaban ingles asf que uvque ARER r )
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hablar inglés,
2 forzosamente.
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Ir a la universidad era un paso muy importante
para el ya que serfa el primer miembro de su
La Srta. K. fue una de las prim familia en tener unos estudios superiores. En la

eras personas que le universidad estudié sociologia y consigui6

recomendo ir a | ; )
a universida §

d, ya que ella confiaba terminar la universidad con gran éxito. -~
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en que el sacarfa buenas notas,
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Sra. Holland’s Class and Senor Vargas



Mr. Vargas lived on a farm in Nopalera, Guanajuato, which is a state in Mexico. Guanajuato means,
“place of frogs”. His dad was José Guadalupe and his mom Paula. He has two names; the first
belongs to his father and the second to his mother. He is one of the seven children of a great family.

His family lived in a small house on a farm, because of this he lived with many animals, among these,
donkeys and goats. When the animals were born, he and his brothers liked to care for them and feed
them. His family planted corn not to sell it; but to eat it. Thanks to this, they became farmers. When

they farmed they did not use any chemicals, used only water and the wealth of the earth.

After some years, their brothers and sisters started having babies, which led him to become an
uncle. His family liked to celebrate important events with rich meals prepared with natural foods.
One of these great feasts are held on May 15, the day of San Isidro, the patron saint of farmers.

He had to find godparents several times to accompany him for his graduations. It became very
special for him when his niece asked him to accompany her to one of their graduations.

He learned how to swim in a river, Laja river, near his home. Once, when he was swimming
in the river, a donkey pushed his brother into the water. When he was a child, he fell from a
horse because he was not using a saddle. Until today, there still is a visible scar on his head.

At the age of 16 years, Mr. Vargas had to leave Nopalera, Guanajuato (the town had more or less
than 100 inhabitants). He remembers that one of the first things that struck him was the amount
of snow that had been in Minneapolis when he arrived. He had never seen snow before. He lived
with several siblings, cousins and friends in a house.



When he arrived in the United States he began school only a week after arriving. He went to

school at Southwest in Minneapolis. When he arrived, he didn’t know any English. The first four days
of school he was lost in the hallways. In school, he had many colleagues from different countries and
thanks to a special program, he had the opportunity to visit many different schools and also many
museums. He had a teacher named Miss K. He took IB classes with only white people. One day

he was asked why you are here? In America, Mr. Vargas saw a lot of discrimination, including

these classes of IB English.

Mr. Vargas learned and improved in English with the help of Miss K. He didn't like to talk English,
but all his friends spoke English so he had to learn necessarily. Miss K. was one of the first people
who advised him to go to the university, since she was confident that he could do it successfully.
Go to the university, Miss K said. It was a very important step for him. He would be the first
member of his family to have some higher studies.

Today, working with children in the schools of Eden Prairie his is passion, along with running.
In total, the Mr Vargas has lived in the United States 17 years ago, in other words, the half of his life.






About This Book:

Las raices del Seiior Vargas: The Roots of Seior Vargas was produced through the Young Publishers
program of Community Celebration of Place. This non-profit, created by artist Larry Long, works with
schools and communities to build intergenerational and multicultural opportunities for all to prosper.

The Young Publishers program grew out of a partnership with the West Metro Education Program
(WMEP). This year's focus of Young Publishers is to honor men of color. This book and others in this
series are being integrated into the yearly curriculum of schools and are being made available for
download online at: www.communitycelebration.org

Eagle Heights Spanish Immersion students wish to celebrate
and elevate the stories of our Latino friends and elders through
a process of listening, reading, speaking and writing in the
Spanish language. This process honors the elder’s

heritage-language, culture and life story.
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Funded through the West Metro Education Program (WMEP) in partnership with
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